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The Northern Ireland Marine Task Force (NIMTF) is a coalition of non-government
environmental organisations – it includes RSPB, Ulster Wildlife, Wildfowl and Wetlands
Trust, WWF, National Trust, Friends of the Earth, Irish Whale and Dolphin Group, and
the Northern Ireland Environment Link. NIMTF has the support of approximately
100,000 local people. We are working towards healthy, productive and resilient seas for
Northern Ireland.

Marine Spatial Planning
2018 saw the release of the draft marine spatial plan for Northern Ireland. In June, NIMTF brought together 30
stakeholders from the NGO and academic sector for a marine spatial planning workshop. The workshop resulted in
a flotilla response to the MSP consultation. Of the 71 submissions received by the department, many stated their support
for the NIMTF response.

Natural Capital Conference
In October, NIMTF and the Northern Ireland Environment Link, hosted a conference on marine natural capital
‘Valuing the Marine Environment in Northern Ireland’. The Environment Week event was filled with informative
presentations on the Sustainable Development Goals, The Devon Marine Pioneer Project and related natural capital
work being undertaken at the University of Hull, JNCC and the New Economics Foundation. Click here to view the
presentations from the day.

“Good diversity of
speakers – each with
interesting projects to
learn from”. –
“Excellent range of
content, very
informative”.
L – R: Chrissie Ingle, Henk van Rein, Daryl Burdon, Alec Taylor, Ellen
MacMahon, Paul Rose, Fernanda Balata, Jade Berman, Jonathan Bell.

Consultation Responses
2018 was a busy year for responding to UK and Northern Ireland consultations. Over the course of the year we
responded to consultations on: The Northern Ireland Draft Marine Spatial Plan, Proposed MCZ Tranche 3 Designations
(specifically - Irish Sea region proposals), Environmental Principles & Accountability in the Environment and the Fisheries
Whitepaper: Sustainable Fisheries for Future Generations. Click here to view our consultation responses.

NISAC: Brexit and Northern Ireland Fisheries
In 2018 NIMTF travelled to Westminster to provide oral evidence to the Northern Ireland Select Affairs Committee
Inquiry into Brexit and Northern Ireland - fisheries. The report from the inquiry has made strong recommendations
regarding the transboundary loughs (Carlingford Lough and Lough Foyle) which NIMTF support.

Green at Queen’s: Exploring a Blue Brexit
In October the Northern Ireland Marine Task Force gave a presentation on ‘Exploring a Blue Brexit’ at Queen’s
University, Belfast. The packed out lunchtime seminar explored the possible outcomes for our marine environment from
the various potential Brexit scenarios. The talk also highlighted the importance of international obligations in a post Brexit
world. Click here to view the NIMTF presentation.

“Fascinating talk by the
@NIMTF &
@greenatqueens on the
possible impacts that
Brexit could have on
the #NorthernIreland
marine environment”

Nature Matters Northern Ireland – Marine Pillar
Throughout 2018 NIMTF continued to work on marine Brexit policy through the Nature Matters Northern Ireland and
Greener UK coalitions. Given the lack of an assembly in Northern Ireland, we have been influencing UK policy and
legislation to ensure that Northern Ireland’s marine environment has a voice. NIMTF and Nature Matters NI have
responded to the DEFRA Fisheries Whitepaper and submitted evidence on the Fisheries Bill to the Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs Committee.

In the News
‘Northern Ireland risks being left behind on fisheries after Brexit, warn conservationists’. Click here to read our
article from the Belfast Telegraph, on the implications of inaction on fisheries management in Northern Ireland.

“We need everyone, including
Northern Ireland, to play by the
same rules and work together in
designing a course for future
fisheries management”.

Looking Ahead to 2019

Advocate

Fisheries

Continue to advocate for
the implementation of
management plans for
designated MCZs, engage
with politicians and
decision makers to secure
a green Brexit,
communicate with the
public to inform them of
our key asks.

Continue work to secure a
co-designed common
framework for a worldleading, ecosystem based
fisheries management
system, supported by fit
for purpose legislation and
cross-sectoral active
participation.

Marine Spatial
Planning
Work to strengthen the
links between the Marine
Spatial Plan (MSP) and the
Marine Strategy
Framework Directive in the
final MSP. Continue to
advocate for an ecosystem
based MSP and strengthen
the transboundary links.

Marine Protection
Analyse our next priorities
for marine protected areas
in Northern Ireland,
including the adoption of
management plans and the
completion of an
ecologically coherent
network of MPAs.
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For more information contact: Ellen MacMahon – NIMTF
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