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What are they and why are they important?

ά²Ŝ need to understand the full value of the marine environment
and incorporate that into the decisions we take: this is key to the 
Ψnatural capitalΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΧέ

άΧǎŜǘ ƎƻƭŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ natural capital ς
leading the world in using this approach as a tool in decision-ƳŀƪƛƴƎέΦ 

άhŎŜŀƴǎ ΧΦŀǊŜ critical for biodiversity and ecosystem servicesΦέ

άhǳǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴǎ ƻǳǊ well-beingŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΧέ



What are they and why are they important?

Natural CapitalΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ 
or indirectly produce value to people, including 
ecosystems, species, freshwater, land, minerals, the air 
and oceans, as well as natural processes and 
ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎέΦ

Ecosystem ServicesΥ άCǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
nature that can be turned into benefits with varying 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƛƴǇǳǘέΦ

BenefitsΥ ά/ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ όƻǊ ǿŜƭƭ-being) 
that result from the use or consumption of goods, or 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜȄƛǎǘǎέΦ

Natural Capital Committee, 2017. How 
to do it: A natural capital workbook. 
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